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The BMEF is an independent, non-

profit, charitable organization whose 

purpose is to provide funds to en-

hance education throughout the Briar-

cliff Manor Public Schools. 

 

 

 

 

 

BMEF Annual GalaBMEF Annual Gala  
Briarcliff Manor Education Foun-

dation Annual Gala held on April 30 

O 
n April 30, the BMEF held its 

Annual Gala at Trump National 

Golf Club. This 

year, the Gala 

honored Gayle Waxenberg. 

Throughout Galyeôs years 

in Briarcliff she has been 

involved in a variety of  

aspects of community ser-

vice. Most recently, she 

served as a Trustee of Bri-

arcliff Manor.  Additional-

ly, Gayle was a founder 

and served two terms as 

President of the BME. 

 

The eventôs festivities began with words 

from the BMEF Board Co-Presidents who 

were also the Co-Chairs of the Gala.  Dina 

Brantman announced that the BMEF has 

just surpassed the $1,000,000 mark in funds 

provided through grants to assist our 

schools!  Gayle then took the stage, giving a 

beautiful speech that captured the attention 

of all attendees and spoke both to her great 

legacy in the BMEF and Briarcliff Manor 

Community and to the continued efforts 

being undertaken in the BMEF.  ñQuote 

from Gayle from the Gala hereò. 

 

The Gala was attended by 262 

people and netted close to 

$65,000 dollars!  Funds raised 

by the BMEF go directly to 

helping our schools through 

grants and the Teachers Insti-

tute.  The event held a silent 

auction which raised  over 

$19,000.  The live auction, 

bringing in over $13,000, fea-

tured an adorable puppy and 

golf packages, including a late 

entry package by Donald Trump 

himself who stopped by the 

event and spoke briefly to the audience.   

 

We would like to thank our hard-working 

Gala committee who spent countless hours 

coordinating the event and soliciting auc-

tion items and raffle packages.  We look 

forward to seeing you all at next yearôs Ga-

la.    

Tributes to HonorTributes to Honor  
Teachers and AdministratorsTeachers and Administrators  

A s the end of the year approaches, a 

Teacher Tribute donation is a great 

way to honor and thank your teachers. All 

Teacher Tribute donations go directly to 

the BMEF Teachersô Institute, which pro-

vides teachers with funds to attend valua-

ble educational conferences. By contrib-

uting to the Teachersô Institute, you will be 

recognizing Briarcliffôs exceptional faculty 

and staff, and at the same time enhancing 

the educational experiences of your chil-

dren. 

Teacher Tribute donations of any 

amount are welcome. The honored 

teacher, team of teachers, or adminis-

trator will receive notification of your 

donation (no dollar amount will be in-

dicated).  

Visit thebmef.net/teacher_tributes.htm 

to make a donation online or to down-

load a printable form.  
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Did you Know?? 
For as little as the cost of a 

tank of gas, YOU can help to 

make the difference for our 

students.  If every family in the 

district contributed just $50 to 

the BMEF, we could pay for all 

of the 2010 grants funded. ALL 

of our children benefit from the 

grants provided through the 

BMEF.  Items funded by the 

BMEF CANNOT be funded 

through the district 

budget.  Grants awarded such 

as SmartBoards, Sewing 

Machines, the Outdoor 

Classroom, and the 

Kindergarten Sign Language 

Program, and the Science 21 

Curriculum, to name just a 

few, enrich our students 

educational experiences and 

help to make our schools 

exceptional! To make a 

donation to the BMEF today, 

visit our website at 

www.thebmef.net or see the 

last page of this newsletter.  
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BMEF Board Changes 2010BMEF Board Changes 2010--1111  
The BMEF bids farewell to several dedicated Board members. We thank them and wish 

them well:  
 

 

 

We are also pleased to welcome new Board members for the coming year:  

 

 

 

 

 

Co -Presidents for 2010 -11: Dina Brantman and Susan Johnson  

D 
ear Friends: 

In our small community, so many of you have actively partic-

ipated in the success of the Briarcliff Manor Education Foun-

dation. This newsletter is a way to keep you up-to-date on our 

activities and the ways in which we are helping to keep our school district 

at the forefront in so many educational endeavors. Grants from the BMEF 

touch our childrenôs lives on a daily basis in the schools. We are amazed 

at the ways in which teachers are innovatively using the SmartBoards, 

which have become such integrated fixtures in our classrooms, to  inspire 

and teach our students.   

Many of the projects funded by the BMEF have transcended multiple cur-

ricular areas thanks to the creativity of our teachers. The Middle School 

Outdoor Classroom is a great example: involving hands-on learning in 

science and crossing over into literature, arts and math.  There are so 

many stories of students who graduate from our schools to go on to re-

markable accomplishments in higher education and their careers. We be-

lieve that with the ñextrasò that the BMEF providesðcutting-edge and 

innovative tools, programs, and projectsðour teachers and administrators 

are able to help our students recognize their unique gifts that will lead 

them to lives of great fulfillment.  

D˔nʆ Brˉnˢmˉʘ   Heaˁɯˏʞ MʉVˏiʱʑ 
Dina Brantman    Heather McVeigh 
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Grants AwardedGrants Awarded——20102010  

Science/Technology 

u Solar Panel Monitoring Device  
Educational opportunity for students at BMS and BHS 

to learn how solar power systems work and the 

benefits of solar power. 

u Probeware and Sensors for Todd Science  
Tools linked with computers that promote accurate 

scientific measurement of things like pressure, 

temperature, force, pH and speed/distance, etc. for 4th 

and 5th grade students in conjunction with Science 21. 

u Computers, Probes and Sensors for BMS  
Equipment promotes accurate collection and analysis 

of science-related data.  

u GrowLab Desktop Gardens  
Kindergarteners will experience the complete growing 

cycle of plants by starting them indoors.   

u Smart Document Cameras  
All -in-one scanner, video projector and video camera 

that displays documents and objects on SmartBoards to 

enhance science curriculum in 4th and 5th grades. 

Math 

u Singapore Math ð Model Drawing Method 

training and materials   
Innovative program that works with current math cur-

riculum for students in grades K-6.  This model draw-

ing program brings math word problems to life for 

students.  

The Arts 

u Wet Clay Program  
Clay and molding materials to be used with existing 

kiln and glazes for students at Todd.  

u Smartmusic Scholarships  
Scholarships for Smartmusic home subscriptions for 

5th grade band students with financial needs.   

u Ceramic Tile Mural for Outdoor Class-

room  
Funded in conjunction with the PTA and BOCES,  6th 

grade students will work with a visiting artist to create 

a tile mural as part of the ñAcademiaò outdoor class-

room.  

u Art Display Units  
Display cases to showcase works from students in art 

classes at BHS.   

u SmartBoard for HS Orchestra Room   
SmartBoard and projector for use in the Orchestra Pro-

gram at BHS to enhance learning through visual repre-

sentation.  

English/Language Arts/Reading  

u Digital Video Frames for Libraries  
For libraries at each school (Todd, BMS, BHS), Digital 

Video Frames will display short videos of student book 

recommendations and videos of library special events.   

u Video Camcorders  
To be used in the Todd Media Center and Computer Lab 

and available for check out by all Todd teachers for such 

areas as Reader's Theater, Digital Storytelling, Docu-

menting Student Projects, and Taping Field Trips to 

develop and reinforce student skills.   

u Flip Camcorder  
1st grade classroom will use to share video clips of the 

students performing Readerôs Theater Skits, working 

with 5th grade reading buddies, and making science vid-

eo journal entries. 

u Airliner Slate for Smartboard  
Allows for remote access to SmartBoard in the BHS 

Library Media Center. 

u Sign Language Program  
Sign language instruction for Kindergarteners to pro-

mote an understanding of and an interest in sign lan-

guage and utilization of signing through stories, songs, 

games, and other cooperative activities. 

   

Social/Cultural Development 

u David Levine - School of Belonging Pro-

gram Todd and BMS  
Professional development program focusing on social 

and emotional culture building and teaching empathy. 

u Freedom from Chemical Dependency 

Workshops  
Funded in partnership with PTA, FCD works in con-

junction with the Health curriculum to educate 8th grade 

students about risks associated with drug use. 

u òOrganizing the Disorganized Childó 
Training for teachers and students to assist BMS stu-

dents in test taking skills, study skills, note taking, time 

management, and project benchmarks.    

u Varsity Athletes Against Substance Abuse  
Student varsity athletes are trained to speak to younger 

students about the importance of remaining alcohol and 

drug free.  

u Cheerleading Mats  
Cheer Mats funded in partnership with the BHS athletic 

budget to promote safe practice and enhance competi-

tion options.   

The BMEF is pleased to announce our grants awarded for 2010.  $50,210 in funding has been approved 

for 21 projects that will enhance and enrich a variety of curricular areas at all of the Briarcliff schools 

that could not be funded through the district budget.  



Special EventsSpecial Events  

To raise funds and awareness, the BMEF hosts several special events each 

year.  Events in the 2008 and 2009 included: 

*Annual Spring Gala  *Yurman Jewelry Event  

*Race Track Event  *Dine Around   

Donate today and become a part of our growing list of Donate today and become a part of our growing list of 

BMEF supporters!BMEF supporters!  
  

Visit thebmef.net to make a contribution online, or print out this page and send in with your contribu-

tion. All donations are tax deductible to the full extent of the law. 
 

Donation Amount: 
 

Ä$25 Ä$50 Ä$100 Ä$150 Ä$200  Ä$500 ÄOther  $   

 

Enclose check made out to the Briarcliff Manor Education Foundation or 

Use a credit card:  ÄDiscover ÄMastercard  ÄVisa 

Credit card number:             

Expiration(MO/YR)  /  Signature:         

Name:               

Address: `             

Phone Number:             

E-mail address:             

 

I am interested in becoming more involved in the BMEF.  Please contact me about: 
 

ÄJoining the BMEF Board 

ÄParticipating in the Gala Committee or other Fundraising Event Committee 

ÄDonating an auction item for the Gala 

ÄHosting a fundraising event to support the BMEF 

 

Mail to: 

Briarcliff Manor Education Foundation 

District Office 

45 Ingham Road, Briarcliff Manor, NY 10510 


